
 

World History: The Modern Era 
 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR 
L.S. McLeod-Simmons 
  
PREREQUISITES 
US History 9 
World History 10 
 

COURSE CREDIT 
1 hr (year long course) 

COURSE OVEVIEW 
This foundational history course explores the political, economic, and cultural 
forces that shaped global societies from antiquity through the early modern 
era. Students will analyze the rise and fall of classical empires, the integration 
of global trade networks, and the profound impact of intercultural encounters. 
Through rigorous primary source analysis, structured debates, and analytical 
writing, students will develop the critical thinking skills necessary to evaluate 
historical evidence and construct well-reasoned arguments. 

Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by 
historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources, developing historical 
arguments, making historical connections, and utilizing reasoning about 
comparison, causation, continuity, and change over time. The course provides 
seven themes that students explore throughout the course to make 
connections among historical developments in different times and places: 
humans and geography, interactions between humans and the natural 
environment, cultural developments and interactions, governance, economic 
systems, social interactions and organization, and technology and innovation. 

 
  

 
REQUIRED LEARNING MATERIALS 

Savvas World History: interactive - https://www.savvasrealize.com/ 

Primary Readings Selections as assigned 

Crashcourse.com as assigned 

 
 

ASSESSMENT TYPES 
Unit Exams      

Multiple Choice Quiz 

Reflection / Reaction Papers 

Short Papers 

Research Paper/Presentation 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.savvasrealize.com/
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GRADING SCALE 
 

Numerical Grade Range Letter Grade 
100.00 – 97.00 A+ 
  96.99 – 94.00 A 
  93.99 – 90.00 A- 
  89.99 – 87.00 B+ 
  86.99 – 84.00 B 
  83.99 – 80.00 B- 
  79.99 – 77.00 C+ 
  76.99 – 74.00 C 
  73.99 – 70.00 C- 
  69.99 – 67.00 D+ 
  66.99 – 64.00 D 
  63.99 – 60.00 D- 
  59.99 -    0.00 F 

 
 

LATE SUBMISSIONS 
Submissions submitted after the announced due date may receive a 10% per day reduction up to 50% of the final 
grade. Failure to submit course requirements will result in a grade of zero (0) if it is not submitted two weeks after the 
announced due date. 
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Academic integrity is at the core of education. All academic assignments are essential to the learning experience and 
to assessing that learning. When students violate the academic integrity policy (i.e., “cheat”), they commit theft that 
can cause actual harm to themselves and others, including their classmates, instructors, those from whom they steal, 
and their family and friends. Academic dishonesty confers an unfair advantage over others, which undermines 
educational equity and fairness and jeopardizes their educational success and future opportunities.  
Definitions and Examples of Academic Dishonesty include the following. 

a. Cheating is the unauthorized use or attempted use of material, information, notes, study aids, 
devices, artificial intelligence (AI) systems, or communication during an academic exercise. Examples 
of cheating include: 

• Copying from another person or from a generative AI system or allowing others to copy 
work submitted for credit or a grade. This includes uploading work or submitting class 
assignments or exams to third party platforms and websites beyond those assigned for the 
class, such as commercial homework aggregators, without the proper authorization of a 
professor. Any use of generative AI tools must be in line with the usage policy for specific 
assignments as defined in the course of the syllabus and/or communicated by the course 
instructor. 

• Using artificial intelligence tools to generate content for assignments or exams, including but 
not limited to language models or code generators, without written authorization from the 
instructor. 

• Unauthorized collaboration on assignments or examinations. 
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• Taking an examination or completing an assignment for another person or asking or allowing 
someone else to take an examination or complete an assignment for you, including exams 
taken on a home computer. 

• Submitting content generated by another person or an AI tool or any other source as solely 
your own work as your own, including, but not limited to, material obtained in whole or in 
part from commercial study or homework help websites, or content generated or altered by 
AI or digital paraphrasing tools without proper citation. 

• Fabricating and/or falsifying data (in whole or in part). 
• Giving assistance to acts of academic misconduct/dishonesty. 
• Altering a response on a previously graded exam or assignment and then attempting to 

return it for more credit or a higher grade without permission from the instructor. 
• Submitting substantial portions of a paper or assignment to more than one course for credit 

without permission from each instructor. 
• Unauthorized use during an examination of notes, prepared answers, or any electronic 

devices such as cell phones, computers, smart watches, or other technologies to copy, 
retrieve, generate or send information. 

b. Plagiarism is the act of presenting ideas, research or writing that is not your own as your own. 
Examples of plagiarism include: 

• Copying another person’s or an AI tool’s actual words, images, video, or audio without the 
use of quotation marks and/or proper citations attributing the words to their source. 

• Presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging the 
source. 

• Failing to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments. 
• Internet plagiarism, including submitting downloaded term papers or parts of term papers, 

paraphrasing or copying information from the internet without citing the source, or “cutting 
& pasting” from various sources without proper attribution. 

• Unauthorized use of AI-generated content; or use of AI-generated content, whether in 
whole or in part, even when paraphrased, without citing the AI as the source. 

c. Obtaining Unfair Advantage is any action taken by a student that gives that student an unfair 
advantage in his/her academic work over another student, or an action taken by a student through 
which a student attempts to gain an unfair advantage in his or her academic work over another 
student. Examples of obtaining unfair advantage include: 

• Stealing, reproducing, circulating or otherwise gaining advance access to 
examination materials. 

• Depriving other students of access to library materials by stealing, destroying, 
defacing, or concealing them. 

• Retaining, using, or circulating examination materials clearly indicates that they 
should be returned at the end of the exam. 

• Intentionally obstructing or interfering with another student’s work. 
Citations used should be a standard and generally recognized style, such as APA.  
 
Questions concerning Academic Integrity and Citations should directed to instructors or the Head of School. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

Objective # Learning Objective 
  
  
1 Evaluate the governance, social hierarchies, and technological innovations of classical 

empires in Rome, Han China, and Gupta India. 
2 Trace the geographic routes and economic impact of the Silk Road, Trans-Saharan trade, 

and Indian Ocean maritime networks. 
3 Compare the origins, core theological tenets, and structural spread of Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
4 Analyze the political fragmentation of European feudalism, the expansion of the Islamic 

Caliphates, and the administrative achievements of the Byzantine Empire. 
5 Assess the military tactics, governance strategies, and cultural integration of the Mongol 

Empire across Eurasia. 
6 Examine the motivations, technologies, and demographic consequences of early European 

maritime exploration and the Columbian Exchange. 
7 Identify and discuss the historical developments and processes that led to the major 

wars on the 20th and 21st centuries, including WWI, WWII, the Korean Conflict, the 
Vietnam Conflict, and the Persian Gulf Wars. 

8 Describe the general trajectories the major wars on the 20th and 21st centuries, 
(WWI, WWII, the Korean Conflict, the Vietnam Conflict, and the Persian Gulf Wars), 
including the key events and battles of these military engagements. 

9 Explore the methods and technologies used by states to conduct modern warfare 
10 Examine the impact of deep-rooted historical, cultural/religious, political, geography, 

and economic conflicts on the development of war, extreme violence (e.g. genocide), 
and persistent military hostilities (e.g. the Israeli-Palestine conflict). 

11 Describe efforts by marginalized groups (women, racial and ethnic groups, and gender-
oriented groups) in North American and Europe to gain political and economic rights 
and social status. 

12 Analyze the cultural, political, and historical significance of the civil rights efforts in the 
1960s in the US and its impact on the coming decades. 

13 Describe the Cold War, its causes, key events, and major participants. 
14 Analyze the key explanations for the end of the Cold War. 
15 Discuss the rise of developing nations in the 20th century. 
16 Discuss the impact of colonialism and the end of colonialism on the advent of 

developing nations. 
17 Analyze the complex nature and impact of the growing independence of post-

colonial nation. 
18 Summarize the rise of 20th century terrorism and its purposes. 
19 Assess the effectiveness (benefits and drawbacks) of terrorism as a political tool. 
20 Explain the rise of globalism and its impact on economics, politics, technology, and 

the environment 
21  Describe the historical, political, and economic significance of the ‘race for space’ 

from the 1950s through the current period. 
22 Describe how art and music impacted modern political and civil rights movements. 
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ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 
 
Topic 10: Renaissance and Reformation (1300–1650) 

• Readings: Lessons 1–4 (The Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, Catholic Reformation, Scientific Revolution). 
• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 

o The Prince (1513) by Niccolò Machiavelli. 
• Activities: Complete Savvas Realize eText interactive vocabulary flashcards; analyze The Prince. 
• Assessments: Lesson Checks, Quest! Topic Inquiry project, and Topic 10 Test. 

Topic 11: New Global Connections (1415–1796) 
• Readings: Lessons 1–4 (Europeans Explore Eastward, Spain Builds an Empire, Atlantic Slave Trade, Effects of Global 

Trade). 
• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 

o The Destruction of the Indies (1552) by Bartolomé de las Casas. 
• Activities: Map analysis of the Columbian Exchange; complete primary source data worksheets from the Middle 

Passage in the Reading Guide Workbook; analyze selections from de las Casas. 
• Assessments: Lesson 1–4 Online Quizzes, Quest! Findings project submission, and Topic 11 Test. 

Topic 12: Absolutism and Revolution (1550–1850) 
• Readings: Lessons 1–5 (Absolute Monarchs in Europe, The Enlightenment, The American Revolution, The French 

Revolution Begins, Radical Days of the Revolution). 
• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 

o Leviathan (1651) by Thomas Hobbes. 
o Second Treatise of Government (1689) by John Locke. 
o The Social Contract (1762) by Jean-Jacques Rousseau. 
o The Federalist Papers (1787–1788) by Hamilton, Madison, and Jay. 
o A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792) by Mary Wollstonecraft. 
o US Declaration of Independence 
o US Constitution 
o French Rights of Man and Citizen 

• Activities: Analyze excerpts from Locke’s Two Treatises of Government; view the NBC Learn "My Story" video on 
Savvas Realize; conduct a comparative reading workshop on Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Wollstonecraft, and the 
Federalist Papers. Revolutionary Art 

• Assessments: Document-based writing assignment (DBQ) on the French Revolution, Lesson Checks, and Topic 12 
Benchmark Test. 

Topic 13: The Industrial Revolution (1750–1914) 
• Readings: Lessons 1–4 (Industrial Growth Begins, Changing Way of Life, New Ideas About Society, Arts in the 

Industrial Age). 
• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 

o The Wealth of Nations (1776) by Adam Smith. 
o The Communist Manifesto (1848) by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. 

• Activities: Interactive text data analysis tracking population shifts; Project Imagine immersive workspace 
simulator; compare capitalist and socialist economic theory selections. 

• Assessments: Active Journal Reading Review, mid-topic formative quiz, and Topic 13 Comprehensive Assessment. 
Topic 14: Nationalism and the Spread of Democracy (1815–1914) 

• Readings: Lessons 1–4 (Revolutions and Democratic Reforms, Unification of Italy and Germany, Nationalism 
Threatens Empires, Growth of the United States). 

• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 
o Democracy in America (1835) by Alexis de Tocqueville. 
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• Activities: Create a digital timeline map of German Unification; analyze primary source speeches by Otto von 
Bismarck; analyze Tocqueville's observations on American social equality. 

• Assessments: Civic Discussion project on minority nationalism, Lesson Mastery Checks, and Topic 14 Unit Exam. 
• Project & Presentations Due 

Topic 15: Age of Imperialism (1800–1914) 
• Readings: Lessons 1–5 (The New Imperialism, Partition of Africa, European Challenges to the Muslim World, British 

Rule in India, Imperialism in East Asia). 
• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 

o Heart of Darkness (1899) by Joseph Conrad. 
• Activities: Map analysis of imperial expansion; examine African and Asian resistance movements; analyze Conrad's 

literary critique of African exploitation. 
• Assessments: Lesson checks and Topic 15 Unit Exam. 

Topic 16: World War I and the Russian Revolution (1914–1924) 
• Readings: Lessons 1–4 (The Great War Begins, A New Kind of War, Winning the War, Russian Revolution Endures).  
• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 

o Fourteen Points (1918) by Woodrow Wilson. 
• Activities: Interactive map analysis of trench warfare and shifting European borders; analyze selected text excerpts 

from Woodrow Wilson's peace principles. 
• Assessments: Lesson 1–4 Quick Checks, primary source essay assignment, and Topic 16 Unit Exam. 

Topic 17: The World Between the Wars (1910–1939) 
• Readings: Lessons 1–5 (Two Decades of Crisis, India Seeks Self-Rule, Uprisings in Asia, The Rise of Totalitarianism, 

Nazi Germany).  
• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 

o The Origins of Totalitarianism (1951) by Hannah Arendt. 
• Activities: Compare political structures of interwar European states; explore multimedia case studies on 

propaganda; evaluate selections from Hannah Arendt regarding the mechanics of state control. 
• Assessments: Mid-topic document analysis worksheet, collaborative group project on 1930s geopolitical shifts, 

and Topic 17 Assessment.  
Topic 18: World War II (1930–1945) 

• Readings: Lessons 1–5 (Aggression Leads to War, Axis Advances, The Allied Turning Points, The Holocaust, 
Truman’s Decision, Victory and the Aftermath).  

• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 
o Handout: Roosevelt and the Depression 

• Activities: Analyze primary source military dispatches; review Holocaust testimonies; read selections from King's 
letter to connect historical struggles against systemic oppression. 

• Assessments: Final Document-Based Question (DBQ) essay, Lesson Mastery Checks 
• Projects & Presentations Due 

Topic 19: The Late 20th Century and Early 21st Century (1945 – Present) 
• Readings: Handouts on the Cold War, Changes in the Third World, US Civil Rights Movement, Korean and 

Vietnam, Protest and Counter Culture, Rise of Terrorism, Global Security 
• Integrated Primary Sources (Selections): 

o Letter from Birmingham Jail (1963) by Martin Luther King Jr.   
o Protest Art and Music 

• Activities: Discussions on Connecting the Cold War and global changes; Intersection of Art/Music and Politics 
• Assessments: Quizzes, Cumulative Final 


